ANDROCLES AND THE LION

lieves him abjectly and instantly. Had a bishop told William the
Conqueror that the sun was seventy-seven miles distant from
the earth, William would have believed him not only out of
respect for die Church, but because he would have felt that
seventy-seven miles was the proper distance. The Kaiser, know-
ing just as little about it as the Conqueror, would send that bishop
to an asylum. Yet he (I presume) unhesitatingly accepts the esti-
mate of ninety-two and nine-tenths millions of miles, or what-
ever the latest big figure may be.

CREDIBILITY AND TRUTH

And here I must remind you that our credulity is not to be
measured by the truth of the things we believe. When men be-
lieved that the earth was flat, they were not credulous: they were
using their common sense, and, if asked to prove that the earth
was flat, would have said simply, "Look at it." Those who re-
fuse to believe that it is round are exercising a wholesome scepti-
cism. The modern man who believes that the earth is round is
grossly credulous. Flat Earth men drive him to fury by confuting
him with the greatest ease when he tries to argue about it. Con-
front him with a theory that the earth is cylindrical, or annular,
or hour-glass shaped, and he is lost. The thing he believes may
be true, but that is not why he believes it: he believes it because
in some mysterious way it appeals to his imagination. If you ask
him why he believes that the sun is ninety-odd million miles off,
either he will have to confess that he doesnt know, or he will say
that Newton proved it. But he has not read the treatise in which
Newton proved it, and does not even know that it was written in
Latin, If you press an Ulster Protestant as to why he regards
Newton as an infallible authority, and St Thomas Aquinas or the
Pope as superstitious liars whom, after his death, he will have the
pleasure of watching from his place in heaven whilst they roast
in eternal flame, or if you ask me why I take into serious con-
sideration Colonel Sir Almroth Wright's estimates of the num-
ber of streptococci contained in a given volume of serum whilst
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